
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph & Maude “Young” Laux Family: Shown here, are 

Joseph & Maude Laux Family taken in front of their home 

in Havelock, Nebraska.  Havelock is now part of Lincoln, 

Nebraska. Pictured here, in front are Joseph and Maude 

Laux, in back, from left to right, are Josephine, Grace, Mary, 

Sister Athanasia, Charlie, Frances and Rosa.  This picture 

was taken around 1930.  

 
Joseph Adam & Maude “Young” Laux & 

Children’s Families 

CHAPTER – 4B 
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Sam and  Grace “Laux” Davis 

Wedding Picture of Sam & Grace “Laux” Davis 

Shown above, is the wedding picture of Sam & Grace “Laux” Davis.  (L-R) Sam 

& Grace are on the left and then Charlie Laux & Frances Laux.  This picture was 

taken on Oct. 6, 1920.  Charlie was a brother and Frances a sister to Grace.   

Picture of Grace “Laux” & Sam Davis 

sometime around 1920.  Sam and Grace 

were married on Oct. 6, 1920 in Lincoln, 

Nebraska.  Sam was from Texas and not 

sure how he transplanted to Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 



3
 

  
 



4 

 

  

Pictured here, are (back, L-R), Grace “Laux” 

Davis, Maude Laux, Frances “Laux” (who  was 

a nun for a time),  In Front, (L-R) Kathleen, 

Jim and Mary Helen Davis.  All Three kids are 

children of Grace and Sam Davis.  This is one 

of the few pictures we have seen with Frances 

Laux as a nun.  We do not know when she 

entered the convent or how long she was a Nun.  

The picture may have been taken around 1938.   

Pictured left, are (L-R) Charles, Jim, Kathleen 

and Grace Davis.  This picture was taken about 

1929-30 time frame.  Grace “Laux” Davis was the 

daughter of Joseph and Maude Laux of Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 

Picture of Mary Helen 

“Davis” Lesneski when she 

was about 3 years old.  This 

picture would have been 

taken about 1935. Mary 

Helen was the daughter of 

Sam and Grace Davis and 

lived most of her life in 

California.   
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Death Certificate for Grace “Laux” Davis:  Shown above is the Death Certificate for 

Grace Davis who passed away on Dec. 8, 1970, at the home of her niece, Elizabeth 

“Michaels” Kavanaugh in Montgomery, Indiana.  There was a private viewing for the 

family the following night before the body was transferred to Lincoln, Nebraska for the 

Funeral. After the funeral, it was shipped ahead to California for burial.  Grace was buried 

with her husband in a Fort Rosecrans, National Cemetery near Vista, California. Grace 

was the daughter of Joseph & Maude Laux. 

Registration Card for Sam 

Davis:  It shows on this card that 

Sam was 49 years of age when 

he registered for the draft as all 

men were required to do at that 

time.  He was too old to be called 

up but I am sure he had several 

sons that did have to go during 

WW II.  Sam was married to 

Grace “Laux” Davis and they 

had 6 Children.   



6 

 

  

Pictured above, are Aunt Teresa, Maude Laux, Frances Laux, Grace “Laux” Davis 

and her Husband Sam Davis.  Not sure when this picture was taken but we guess 

about 1918-20.   

Interment Card for Sam Davis, who is buried in Fort Rosecrans National 

Cemetery near San Diego, California.  Sam Served in the military from May, 

1917 to May 22, 1918.  Grace Davis, his wife, is also buried there in the same 

plot.  Sam died on Nov. 5, 1954 and Grace died on Dec. 8. 1970.   
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Picture of Grace “Laux” Davis (Back 

Row Left) and three of her children, 

Charlie and Mary Helen and in front is 

Jerry.  Picture taken in the early 1940’s.   

Grace “Laux” Davis and two 

Children:  Pictured here, is Grace 

Davis as she holds her son, Charles 

while on the left is her first born which 

we think is Catherine, who died at a 

very early age.  We don’t know when 

Catherine was born or when she died 

or where she was buried. The story has 

been told of Catherine, when she 

narrowly missed being kidnapped.  

This story was told to us by Josephine 

“Laux” Michaels and verified by 

Mary Helen Lesneski, her sister. The 

story goes, Grace had sent her to the 

store just a block away for a small item 

and when she failed to come home, 

Grace, her mother, went looking for 

her and saw an older man leading her 

down the alley. When Grace shouted 

at him to stop, he started running away 

and let go of little Catherine.  Grace 

chased him for a little while with 

Catherine at her side but lost him.  

Grace prevented what could have been 

a very tragic situation.   Catherine died 

at a very early age, about 5 years old 

we think.  This is the only picture we 

have of Catherine.   
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Picture of Mary Helen Davis, Grace Davis and 

the youngest, son Jerry. Picture taken around 

1944. 

Picture of Grace Davis holding Michael 

Benes sometime late in 1952.  Grace & 

Sam had lived in California. 

This is a picture of Sam Davis, who was 

married to Grace “Laux” Davis, taken in 

the kitchen at the Tropical Court when 

they lived in California sometime in the 

1940’s. Sam & Grace had five children, 

Charlie, Jimmie, Kathleen, Mary Helen 

and Jerry.  Sam passed away Nov. 5, 1954. 

Pictured right, are the two Davis Girls, Mary Helen 

on the left and Kathleen on the right.  Mary Helen 

later married Ed Lesneski and Kathleen married 

Orville Wilkerson.  They were the daughters of Sam 

and Grace Davis.  They had three brothers, Charlie, 

James and Gerald and one sister who died when she 

was about 5 years old.  The Family had lived in 

Lincoln, Nebraska before moving to Oceanside, 

California. 
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Picture of Grace “Laux” Davis:  

We believe this picture was taken 

around 1968.  It may have been 

the last formal picture of Grace, as 

she passed away on Dec. 8, 1970.  

Grace “Laux” Davis. A picture of Grace Davis 

when she was in her 60’s.  Her family was raised 

and she lived in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Her Husband, 

Sam Davis passed away on Nov. 5 of 1954.  In 

1969, she traveled to Indiana to visit her sister, 

Josephine and to babysit for her niece’s little girl.  

She died suddenly on Dec. 8, 1970 at her Niece’s 

House (“Liz “Michaels” Kavanaugh) and her 

body was shipped back to Lincoln, Nebraska for 

the Funeral and on to burial in San Diego, 

California at the Fort Rosecrans National 

Cemetery. She passed away at the age of 72.   

Picture of Grace “Laux” Davis:  this is a picture 

of Aunt Grace taken around 1960.  It may be Aunt 

Frances in the chair in back.   
Pictured (L-R), Maude Laux, Sam and 

Grace Davis.  Picture was taken when 

Grace and Sam lived in California.  Maude 

Laux was Grace’s Mother. 
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Shown here, are pictures of Fort 

Rosecrans National Cemetery where 

Grace “Laux” and her husband, Sam 

Davis are buried.  This cemetery is 

located near Naval Base Point Loma, 

California.  This is a traditional military 

cemetery where all the tombstones are 

white stones.   

 

Grace “Laux” was the daughter of 

Joseph & Maud “Young” Laux and they 

lived in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Grace 

actually died suddenly in the home of her 

niece, Liz Kavanaugh, who was the 

daughter of Grace’s sister, Josephine 

Michaels.  After a private viewing at Ed 

Lee Funeral Home in Washington, 

Indiana, her body was then flown to 

Lincoln, Nebraska for the Funeral Mass 

held at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church and 

then the Body was flown to California 

for burial.   
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Left, Charles Davis: 

This picture was taken 

from his college year 

book and is his 

freshman photo. 

Right, Charles Davis: 

This picture is when 

Charles was in the Air 

Force.  Charles died 

suddenly in 1968 at the 

age of 44.  He married 

Margaret Beavers and 

they had 2 children. 

 

Gerald Wayne Davis: This may 

be Gerald’s Senior Picture.  He 

was the youngest of 5 children of 

Sam and Grace Davis. He passed 

away in July of 2000 at the age of 

63 years old. 

This is a picture of Kathleen 

Davis from her Senior Year 

Book.  Kathleen married Orville 

Wilkerson and she passed away 

on March 21 of 1970 at the 

young age of 41. 
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Wedding Picture for 

Kathleen & Orville 

Wilkerson:  Shown here, 

is the wedding picture for 

Kathleen Davis and 

Orville Wilkerson which 

took place in California.  

It is believed the wedding 

took place in 1948.  Also 

Pictured here, right beside 

the bride, is Kathleen’s 

Sister, Mary Helen Davis, 

who later married Ed 

Lesneski.  Kathleen and 

Mary Helen were 

daughters of Sam and 

Grace “Laux” Davis.  It is 

believed this picture was 

taken at the reception site.   

Registration Card for 

Charles Joseph Davis:  

In years past, every young 

man had to register for the 

draft at the age of 18 and 

that is what Charles 

(Charlie) Davis did when 

he turned 18.  It does not 

show a date, but his date 

of birth is on the 

Registration Card as Sept. 

23, 1923, so we presume 

he was 18 in Sept. of 1941 

and about to get into WW 

II.  Charlie was the son of 

Sam and Grace Davis. 
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Shown here are, Jim & Irene Davis with Irene 

holding either Kenny or Kimberly.  Picture was 

taken in the late 1940s. 

 

 

Pictured here, are Irene Davis with three of 

the children, Jim on the left, Gary on the right 

and the baby is either Kenny or Kim, not sure 

which one.  Picture was taken around 1950. 

Kimmy was the youngest.  

 

This is a picture of Ed and Mary Helen 

“Davis” Lesneski.  We believe the 

picture was taken in 1995 when they 

visited relatives. 

Ed & Mary Helen “Davis” Lesneski Family.  

Shown here, are Ed and Mary Helen Lesneski and 

in front, son Ed (about 6) and daughter Cathy 

(about 8 or 9).  The picture was taken at their 

home in Oceanside, California.   
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This is a picture of Jim and Irene Davis taken in 

Sept. of 1998 when Gus Michaels and his two 

daughters, Mary Jo Gaetano and Liz Kavanaugh, 

came to visit relatives in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Jim’s 

mother was Grace Davis and she was a sister to 

Gus’s wife Josephine.  Jim and Irene Davis lived in 

Omaha, Nebraska.   

Funeral Cards for 

Charles Davis.  Charles 

Davis passed away on 

Aug. 5 of 1968 and 

Maxine died on Nov. 7, 

1964.  Charles was 

married to Maxine and 

she preceded him in 

death.  They had two 

children. Charles was the 

son of Sam & Grace 

Davis.   
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James “Jim” Davis was the Son of Grace “Laux” & Sam Davis, See below the 

Obituary for Jim Davis & His wife Irene 

 

Davis, James E. Mar 31, 1926 - Oct 8, 2015 

 

Preceded in death by his loving wife of 66 years, Irene, his parents Samuel and Grace, 

brother Charles Davis (Omaha), and sister Kathleen Wilkerson (Oceanside, CA). 

Survived by his sister Mary Helen Lesneski of San Clemente CA; sons, Jim Davis (Cindy) 

Papillion, Gary Davis (Peg) Omaha, Jeff Davis (Mary Beth) Papillion, Kenny Davis 

(Mary Jean) Underwood MN; daughter Kim Smith (Carl) Bellevue; 12 grandchildren, 

and 8 great-grandchildren. 

 

Jim served in the United States Navy during WWII. He retired from the Postal Service in 

1984 after 31 years of service. He was a proud member of the Knights of Columbus 3rd 

degree Council 6192, 4th degree Assembly 1854. His body has been donated to the 

Nebraska Anatomical Board Creighton/UNMC. MEMORIAL MASS will be celebrated 

at 6pm on Friday, October 23 at St. Mary's, Bellevue. Honor Guard and presentation by 

Knights of Columbus Council 6192. The family will receive friends and relatives 

following the service in the church basement with "Jim's favorite desserts" and coffee. In 

lieu of flowers, the family would like memorials to be directed to the Holy Family Church 

Lunch Program through the Knights of Columbus Council 6192, 205 Industrial Rd., 

Bellevue NE, 68005. 

 

Davis, Irene Julia (Nath) 

Nov 12, 1925 - Jul 6, 2012 

 

Preceded in death by her parents, Henry Nath and mother Julia, and step-mother Rose 

Nath; and brother Louis Nath. Survived by sisters, Rose Madsen, Jean Rose, Carol (Don) 

Roubinek, and Patty (Chip) Slaughter. Irene spent the majority of her life nurturing and 

caring for her surviving immediate family, husband of 66 years, James E. Davis of 

Bellevue, and sons, Jim (Sue), Gary (Peg), Jeff (Mary Beth), and Kenny (Mary); daughter, 

Kim (Carl) Smith, 12 grandchildren; and 3 great grandchildren; and a great many 

wonderful nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.  

 

Special Thanks to Alegent Health Hospice and the People of Richmont Village in 

Bellevue for their Loving Care. Remains donated to Creighton University with the hope 

and prayer that they may find a cure for Alzheimer's Disease. MEMORIAL MASS to be 

Celebrated in August with notification in this space at the appropriate time to follow. 

Memorials to be directed to The Columban Fathers; Knights of Columbus 6192; or Saint 

Mary's, Bellevue.  Published in Omaha World-Herald from July 7 to July 8, 2012 
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Shown here, are Charlie Laux and 

Bernice Yale.  Charlie was a brother to 

Josephine “Laux” Michaels.  We think 

this picture was taken close to the time 

they got married. 

Charlie and Bernice “Yale” Laux 

Picture of Bernice 

& Charlie Laux 

and in the middle, 

Sister Athanasia 

Laux.   Charlie was 

Sister Athanasia’s 

brother.  This 

picture may have 

been taken at one of 

Sister’s teaching 

assignments and 

her brother came 

for a visit. 

Funeral Cards for Charles Laux.   Charles Laux passed 

away on Oct. 13 of 1977.  Charles had three children. 

Charles was the son of Joseph & Maude Laux.  He had six 

sisters, Josephine Michaels, Frances Knopp, Grace Davis, 

Sister Athanasia, Rosa Fenton & Mary Benes. 
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Tombstone for Charles and Bernice 

Laux:  Shown here, is the tombstone 

for Charles & Bernice Laux.  Charles 

was born on March 27, 1901 and died 

on Oct. 13, 1977.  Bernice was born on 

Nov. 19, 1909 and died on Dec. 18, 

2005.  They are buried in Calvary 

Cemetery in Lincoln, Nebraska.  They 

lived their entire life in Lincoln and 

raised their family there.   

Tombstone for Richard J. Laux Sr. Richard, who was 

nicknamed “Dicky,” was born on Oct. 21, 1932 and died 

on March 15, 1989.  Richard Laux was the son of Charlie 

& Bernice Laux.  He is buried at Calvary Cemetery in 

Lincoln, Nebraska. 

This is the Obituary of Charles Laux, who was a 

brother to Josephine “Laux” Michaels.  Even though 

they spelled his name wrong on the Obituary, it was 

Charles Laux who was married to Bernice Laux.  They 

had three Children, Dorothy “Laux” Roach, Charlene 

“Laux” Lauderbach and son Richard Laux, who was 

called “Dicky”.   
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Dorothy “Laux” Roach  
Birth 27 May 1931  

Death 10 May 2016 (aged 84)  

Burial  
Calvary Catholic Cemetery and Mausoleum  

Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, USA Show Map  

Plot Block B, Lot 27, Space 11 

Memorial ID 216074942 · View Source 

Thomas Gerald “Tommy” Roach (Dorothy’s Son) 

Birth 25 Jun 1966  

Death 4 Sep 2010 (aged 44)  

Burial  
Calvary Catholic Cemetery and Mausoleum  

Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, USA Show Map  

Plot Section B, Lot 27, Space 11 

Memorial ID 216074975 · View Source 

 

Dorothy Roach & her son Tommy are buried in an unmarked grave next to her 

parents Charles/Bernice Laux in Calvary Cemetery, Lincoln Nebraska. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture was taken of 

Charles/Bernice tombstone and to 

the left of that stone, is the burial 

site for Dorothy Roach and her son 

Tommy. It is in a plot owned by the 

O’Brian Family. 

Burial Information on Dorothy “Laux” Roach and Son Tommy 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/100448/calvary-catholic-cemetery-and-mausoleum
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=40.8131882,-96.6647007&spn=0.004205,0.005249
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/216074942/dorothy-roach#source
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/100448/calvary-catholic-cemetery-and-mausoleum
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=40.8132169,-96.6646910&spn=0.004205,0.005249
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/216074975/thomas-gerald-roach#source
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Louis and Frances “Laux” Knopp: Pictured are, Frances 

“Laux” Knopp with her Husband Louis Knopp as they stand 

in front of their home in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Frances married 

Louis Knopp on June 10 in 1952 and she passed away in 

January of 1981.  Louis Knopp lived on and passed away on 

Sept. 30 of 1994.  They were married for 29 years before 

Frances passed away.  Frances was a Dominican Nun for 

several years before she left the convent.  She and Louis 

married when she was 49 years old.  Louis lived for 13 years 

after Frances passed away.  Frances was a sister to Josephine 

“Laux” Michaels. 

Louis and Frances “Laux” Knopp 

Here is a picture of Frances 

“Laux” in 1940 when she was 

about 37 years of age.  She was a 

Dominican Nun for a while in her 

life but left the Convent and later 

married Louis Knopp in 1952. They 

did not have any children, but the 

nieces and nephews thought very 

highly of her and Uncle Louie. 

Picture of Frances 

“Laux”.  I am sure this is 

well before she got 

married, maybe some 

time in the 1920s.  

Frances got married later 

in life at the age of 49. 

Picture may have been 

taken at the Youngs’ 

home place as there are 

several pictures with 

Uncle Ed Young taken at 

the same place.   
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Wedding Picture for Louis & Frances “Laux” Knopp:  

Shown here, are (L-R), Louis & Frances Knopp, Rosa 

“Laux” Fenton and Louie Knopp’s brother. Not sure of his 

first name. The little flower girl in front is Betty Kay, 

daughter of Rosa “Laux” Fenton.  Louis and Frances were 

married on June 10, 1952 in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Pictured here, are Aunt Frances 

“Laux” Knopp with her Niece, 

Mary Jo Michaels.  The picture 

was taken in the front yard of Mary 

Jo’s home place in Montgomery.  

Frances was visiting here in Indiana 

from Lincoln, Nebraska. The 

picture would have been taken 

around 1950s.  

Louis and Frances “Laux” Knopp:  Shown here, 

are Louis and France “Laux” Knopp holding 

Michael Benes, who was just a couple months old 

at the time.  Michael was Frances Nephew and the 

son of her sister Mary “Laux” Benes. This picture 

was taken in 1952.   
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Frances “Laux” Knopp:  Shown here, is Frances 

Knopp on one of her trips to see her sister, 

Josephine.  This is taken in the front yard of 

Josephine’s home along Hwy. 50 near Montgomery.   

The picture was taken in around Nov. of 1961.   

Louie & Frances Knopp:  We presume they 

were celebrating their 25th Wedding 

Anniversary and that would have been in 1977.  

Frances died suddenly just 4 years later in 

1981. 

Left: This is a picture of the home where Louie 

& Frances Knopp lived in Lincoln, Nebraska.  

This is how the house looks presently and the 

outside of the house has not changed much since 

the years when Louie & Frances lived there.  I am 

sure the inside of the house has changed 

somewhat but the outside has not.  This home was 

close to St. Patrick’s School and the next block is 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, in which they were 

regular members.   
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Prayer Book for Frances “Laux” 

Knopp. 

 

The first view of the prayer book 

shows the outer cover of ivory.  It 

is hard to see, but there is a cross in 

front cover of this ivory cover to 

this prayer book.    

 

 

The second view shows the inside 

view as the Archbishop of New 

York, Francis Cardinal Spellman, 

with the Imprimatur for this prayer 

book.  The date on this was June 1st 

of 1951.   

 

 

The third view shows the date of 

Marriage of Frances “Laux” and 

Louis Knopp on June 10 of 1952.   
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Shown here, is the 

tombstone for Louis F. 

Knopp who was Married 

to Frances M. “Laux” 

Knopp.  Louis was born 

on Mar. 31, 1896 and 

died on Sep. 30, 1994.  

He is buried in Calvary 

Cemetery in Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 

Shown here, is the 

tombstone for Frances M. 

“Laux” Knopp who was 

married to Louis Knopp and 

is the daughter of Joseph & 

Maude Laux.  Frances was 

born on July 11, 1903 and 

died on Jan. 17, 1981.  She 

is buried in Calvary 

Cemetery in Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 

This is a picture of Frances 

“Laux” Knopp when she was 

a very young girl.  Picture may 

have been taken around 1910. 
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This is a picture of Sister Athanasia sitting 

in the chair and her sisters, Josephine on 

the left and Mary on the right.  It appears 

this picture was taken at the Mother House at 

Dominican Sisters of Peace, St. Catharine 

Community, 2645 Bardstown Rd., St. 

Catharine, Kentucky.  Sister Athanasia may 

be in her early years after becoming a Nun.   

Picture of Aunt Elizabeth or Sister 

Athanasia: This picture was taken at the Farm 

House of Gus and Jo Michaels on County Road 

650 East which is directly North of 

Montgomery.  This was one of Sister’s visits to 

her Sister and relatives in Indiana. It is 

estimated the picture was taken in the 1940s.  

She is shown here with the Family dog, 

“Champ”.   

Elizabeth Laux Enters the Convent as a 

Dominican Nun.  Here is a Newspaper clipping 

stating that Elizabeth Laux is leaving for 

Greenville, Kentucky to enter the Dominican 

Order.  She later entered the Convent there as a 

Nun and she took the name of Sister Athanasia 

Laux. Elizabeth entered the Academy in Feb. of 

1922 and took her first vows on March 7 of 1924.  

She is the daughter of Joseph and Maude Laux of 

Lincoln Nebraska. 

Sister Athanasia Laux 
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Picture of Sister Athanasia (Aunt 

Elizabeth) and her uncle, Ed Young, in 

front of her. Picture may have been taken in 

Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Picture of Sister Athanasia Laux taken in 

1934.  Sister would have been 29 at the time this 

picture was taken.   She entered the Academy in 

Feb. of 1922 and professed her first vows on 

March 7, 1924.  She taught schools across the 

country from New York to Arkansas to 

Nebraska. She passed away at the Mother 

House in St. Catharine, Kentucky in Nov. of 

1997 at the age of 91. She was tough, but a good 

teacher and kids enjoyed her.  She always had 

control of her classroom, no doubt about that.    

Shown here, is an early picture of Elizabeth Laux who as a Nun 

her name was Sister Athanasia.  We believe this picture was taken 

in her early days, maybe before she took her final profession as a 

Nun.   
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Eulogy that was given for Aunt Elizabeth “Laux”, Sister Athanasia: 
 

Today we gather to celebrate the life, death and Resurrection of Sister Athanasia Elizabeth 

Laux.  Life as we all realize has many components, many age periods, many 

compartments marked "People who are important to me."  The life of Sister Athanasia 

following the rule.  Her life was a gift to many.  She started out as an early Christmas 

present to Joseph and Maude Young Laux, bring born on the 1st of December 1905 in 

Lincoln, Nebraska.   
 

She grew up in Havelock with brothers, Charles and Joseph and sisters, Grace, 

Josephine, Mary, Rosa and Frances who were also at one time part of the St. Catharine 

Community.  All, no doubt, except Mary and Rosa were on hand to greet her last week as 

she entered the fullness of eternal life.  Rosa still resides in Denver, and Mary in 

Lincoln.  Athi's love for her family and great joy at being able to travel to visit them was 

well known.  In fact, after 1975 the only thing she noted on her summer agenda was travel 

and visit relatives. 
 

"It was not you who chose me, but it was I who chose you".  As we hear these words in 

this morning's Gospel, we remember that it was early in life, that Jesus chose to call 

Elizabeth Laux into religious life.  It was that same Jesus, who chose Sister Athanasius 

Elizabeth Laux for eternal life on November 12, 1997, the original feast of All 

Dominican Saints.   
 

After only one year and a half at Cathedral High School in Lincoln, Elizabeth 

transferred to St. Catharine Academy in February of 1922 at the age of sixteen.  In 

September of that year, she entered the Postulate at St. Catharine's and made her first 

vows on March 7, 1924.  She obtained her high school diploma from St. Catharine's 

Academy, and a bachelor's degree from Siena College.  She also studied at Boston 

College and Catholic University in Washington, D.C.  Sister worked in the field of 

education in Massachusetts, New York, Illinois, Arkansas, and Kentucky.   
 

Finally in 1947 she returned to Nebraska where she earned a Lifetime Teachers' 

Certificate and ministered until 1967.  (In 1967) Thirty years ago this fall, she moved 

to St. Catharine Convent in McCook and into an apostolate of prayer.  In 1991 after 

having open heart surgery, she came to reside in Sansbury Infirmary. 
 

The entrance song of this liturgy was "Be not Afraid".  The basis of this song is the 

Biblical citation from Isaiah 43, which will also be the first reading of today's 

liturgy.  This reading had special meaning in the life of Sister Athanaius.  She was an avid 

reader of the Bible and realistically would find here the help she needed to deal with her 

fears.  Fear, as we know is simply an emotion.  It is not something we ask for, plan for, 

have any control of possession.  Athi had many fears.  She was afraid of hospitals, 
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operations, illness, and death.  However, how a person handles one's fear is most 

important.  Sister Athanasia Laux was a master at dealing with her fears.  First, to the 

consternation of some, she admitted her fears, and then she faced them.  One night a few 

years ago, I visited her room.  She had already lost one leg as a result of diabetes, and the 

doctors were trying to decide about the other leg.  Forthrightly she said, "I don't want to 

lose my other leg.  Pray that I don't lose my other leg."  I prayed as did many others, and 

Athi lost her other leg.  I think however, that our prayer was not unheard, for I have never 

known a person who could handle such a great loss so well. 
 

There were of course, moments of self-pity and anger, but most often Sister Athanasius 

produced for us a happy smile and delightful giggle.  She was in the words of some of her 

friends at Sansbury, a great example and an inspiration to us.  Her ability to be joyous in 

the midst of great immobility and in the last moments of great pain has been a stimulus 

for us all. 
 

As we pray, the responsorial psalm this morning, let us picture Sister Athanasius as she, 

at the moment of her death, realized the real truth behind these words that she had prayed 

so often.  Let us picture our God leading her into the way of life eternal.  As we hear the 

words of St. John's Gospel, let us marvel at God's unconditional love for each of us as we 

hear those words, "Live on in my love."  But let us also be even more aware that Jesus is 

most serious in his mandate, "The command I give you is this, that you love one another." 
 

Dominican Sisters of Peace 

St. Catharine Community 

2645 Bardstown Rd. 

St. Catharine, Kentucky 40061 

859-336-9303 
 

  

Shown here, is the tombstone 

for Sister Athanasia Laux,  her 

given name was Elizabeth.  

Sister Athanasia is the daughter 

of Joseph & Maude Laux.  Sister 

Athanasia was born on Dec. 1, 

1905 and died on Nov. 2, 1997.  

She is buried at St. Catharine, 

Kentucky.   
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Richard & Mary “Laux” Benes 

Picture of Mary “Laux” and Henry Benes Wedding Day: Pictured here, are (L-R) 

Frances “Laux” Knopp (Maid of Honor), Mary & Henry Benes, (Bride and Groom), and 

Henry’s Brother William (Bill), who was the Best Man.  The Flower Girl in front was 

Charlene Laux. This picture was taken on May 13, 1950.  Mary and Henry were married 

in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Omaha, Nebraska.  They chose this church as Mary and 

her Mom did cleaning and worked for the Priests in this parish.  Also, the lady with the 

flowered dress on the left-hand side of the picture,1 is Teresia Benes (Henry’s mom) and 

she is talking with her son, Andrew (Henry’s brother) and his wife Josephine (they are to 

her left – Josephine has the white coat).  The lady on the right side of bridal party (dark 

dress holding her hat) was Bernice Laux, mother of the flower girl.   
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Pictured above, is Henry Benes with 

son Michael as a newborn baby.  

Picture was taken in their home on 

the farm in July of 1952.   

Richard & Mary “Laux” Benes Family:  Shown here, 

is Mary holding Mary Ellen, Michael, David and Henry 

holding Brian.  The picture was taken about 1960.   

Picture was taken probably at the same time as picture 

above, around 1960.  Sister Athanasia (Aunt Elizabeth) 

and the Benes Family.  Brian, David and Michael and 

Aunt Mary holding Mary Ellen.   

Mary Ellen Benes, Daughter of 

Mary & Henry Benes.  This is Mary 

Ellen’s First Communion Day in 

April of 1964. Mary Ellen Benes is 

the daughter of Mary “Laux” and 

Henry Benes of Nebraska. 



3
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Shown here, are Mary’s 

Mother, Maude Laux on 

the left and Henry’s 

Mother, Teresia Benes 

on the right.  Picture was 

taken in front of the 

Altar in St. Joseph 

Catholic Church in 

Omaha, Nebraska. 

Wedding of Henry & 

Mary “Laux” Benes.  

The Picture on the left 

is taken in front of the 

Altar in the Church 

where they were 

married. Picture on the 

right was taken at their 

wedding reception. 

Henry & Mary were 

married on May 13, 

1950 in St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church in 

Omaha, Nebraska.   



32 

 

 

  

Wedding pictures of 

Henry & Mary “Laux” 

Benes.  The Picture at 

left, is of Mary in her 

Studio Wedding picture.  

The picture on the right is 

in front of the altar, but 

was probably a picture 

from the newspaper.  

Henry & Mary were 

married on May 13, 1950 

in St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Church in Omaha, 

Nebraska.   

We think this picture of Mary 

Benes was taken before she 

was married in 1950.   
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Henry & Mary “Laux” 

Benes Family:  Shown 

here are (L-R) front, Mary 

Ellen holding the family 

dog, Tico, Brian, In back:  

Michael, Henry, Mary and 

David.  This picture was 

taken shortly after the 

family moved off the farm 

to the acreage on Hill Street 

in Lincoln, Nebraska 

around 1972. 

 

Henry and Mary Benes 

Family:  Pictured here in front, 

are Brian, Mary Ellen, Michael, 

Back is Henry, Mary and 

David.   This picture was taken 

at aunt Frances and uncle 

Louie’s house in Havelock/ 

Lincoln, Nebraska.  This 

picture was taken around 1976. 
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Henry & Mary Benes/Michael Visit 
Indiana:  Shown here (L-R), are 
Henry & Mary Benes along with their 
oldest son are, Michael, Josephine & 
Gus Michaels.  Mary Benes and 
Josephine Michaels were sisters as 
both grew up in Lincoln, Nebraska.  
This picture was taken on the 
driveway of Gus & Josephine 
Michaels home in Montgomery when 
Henry and Mary came to Indiana on a 
visit.  I believe this was the trip in 
which Michael, who was a big fan of 
the space program, was on his way to 
Cape Canaveral for a space launch.   
Not sure what was the occasion as all 
were dressed up and ready to go.  We 
believe this picture was taken 
sometime in the late 1980s.  

Picture of Mary Benes and her Children:  Shown here (L-R), are Brian Benes, David Benes, 

Michael Benes and in the Chair is Mary “Laux” Benes and sitting on the floor is Mary Ellen “Benes” 

Doher.  This picture was taken in the summer of 1998 just a few months before Mary Benes passed 

away.  Gus Michaels and his two daughters, Mary Jo and Liz, went with him as he made the trip to 

Lincoln, Nebraska to visit his wife’s family.  Gus’s wife are Josephine had passed away in Dec. of 

1996 and they were making a final trip to Lincoln to visit Josephine’s family members. This picture 

was taken in Mary Benes’ home there on the edge of Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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Shown here, is the 

tombstone for Henry J. 

Benes & Mary I.  “Laux” 

Benes.  Mary was the 

daughter of Joseph & Maude 

Laux.  Henry was born on 

Jan. 10, 1907 and died on July 

1, 1994.  Mary Benes was 

Born on Oct. 9, 1912 and died 

on Sept. 19, 1998. Both are 

buried in Calvary Cemetery 

in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

 

Funeral Cards for Mary “Laux” Benes.  Mary Benes passed 

away on Sept., 19 of 1998.  Mary and Henry Benes had four 

children.  Mary “Laux” Benes was the daughter of Joseph & Maude 

Laux and Sister to Josephine Michaels, Frances Knopp, Grace 

Davis, Sister Athanasia and Rosa Fenton and a brother, Charles 

Laux. 
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Sid & Mary Ellen Dohrer Family 1998:  

Shown here are, (L-R), sitting on couch, 

Sid, Mary holding Jared, Nathan and in 

front, Jason (left) and Nicholas.  This 

picture was taken at their home in 

Lincoln, Nebraska.   

 

Wedding Picture of Mary Ellen “Benes” and Sid Doher:  Pictured here (L-

R), are Michael Benes, Henry Benes, Mary Ellen & Sid Doher, Brian Benes 

and in Front, Mary Benes and David Benes.  Michael, Brian and David were 

sons of Henry and Mary Benes, and Mary Ellen was their Daughter.  The 

Wedding took place on August 19, 1978. Sid and Mary Ellen Doher have 4 

children.  
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Sid and Mary Ellen Family; Pictured here (L-R), are 

Nicholas Doher, Sid & Mary Ellen Doher, Wedding 

Party, Nathan & Heidi Doher, Father Jason Doher.  

Picture was taken June 21, 2014. 

Pictured left, are the four sons of Sid and 

Mary Ellen Doher after the wedding of 

Nathan and Heidi.  Shown here (L-R), are 

Nicholas, Nathan, Jared and Father Jason.   

Picture taken on Thanksgiving Day of 2017: Shown 

here (L-R), are Jared, Father Jason, Nicholas, Nathan 

holding daughter, Heidi) and Nathan’s wife, Heidi 

Doher.   

Shown here, is the wedding picture 

of Nathan & Heidi Doher taken on 

June 21, 2014 
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Sid & Mary Ellen Doher 40th 

Wedding Anniversary on August 19, 

2018.  Shown here, is the family of Sid 

and Mary Doher taken in St. Patrick’s 

Church in Lincoln, Nebraska at the 

event of their 40th Anniversary.  

Pictured here (L-R), are Heidi holding 

daughter, Elaina, her husband Nathan, 

Sid & Mary Ellen Doher, Father Jason 

Doher and Jared Doher.  In back are 

Shweta & Nicholas Doher.  Sid and 

Mary had four sons, Nathan, Fr. Jason, 

Nicholas and Jared.   

Shown here, is a picture taken at the 

wedding of Nicholas & Shweta Doher 

taken on April 13, 2019 in Lincoln, 

Nebraska.  Also pictured here, are Sid 

Doher on the left and Mary Ellen on the far 

right as the parents of the Groom Nicholas 

Doher.   

Pictured here, are Shweta and Nicholas Doher on his 

Graduation from College when he received his Doctor of 

Osteopathic (DO) medicine degree from KCUMB.  Nicholas 

is the son of Mary Ellen Doher and Grandson of the late 

Mary “Laux” Benes of Lincoln, Nebraska. This picture was 

taken in May of 2019.  
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The Example that Parents Set 

for their Children:  The 

information from the program 

for the First Mass of Father 

Jason Doher details how his 

Great Grandparents moved to 

Lincoln, Nebraska and how their 

strong faith set the example for 

their children.  It was passed on 

down to future generations and a 

great grandson was ordained to 

the Catholic Priesthood in May 

of 2017.  It is truly a testament 

of great faith and this was so 

interesting, that Father Doher 

included it in his First Mass 

program.  One thing I did not 

know was that His Great 

Grandfather, Joseph Laux, 

suffered a massive heart attack 

and died while walking to 

church.  Even though not in 

good health, he was not going to 

miss church.  You can see why 

Father Doher would include 

this.    

 

Above, Sid & Mary Ellen Family Picture.  This Picture was taken at the First Mass of Father 

Jason Henry Doher on May 28, 2017 at St. Patrick’s Church in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Shown here 

(L-R), are Nicholas, Nathan and his wife, Heidi Doher (Expecting Daughter Elaina), Father Jason 

Doher, Mary Ellen & Sid Doher and son Jared.   
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First Solemn Mass Program for Father Jason Dohrer 

Father Doher was the son of Sid and Mary Ellen Doher, Mary Ellen was 

the daughter of Mary “Laux” Benes and Mary Benes was the daughter 

of Adam & Maude Laux. 
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  Left, Richard & 

Rosa “Laux” 

Fenton.  Picture 

taken in 1930s. 

Dick and Rosa “Laux” Fenton 

Right, Richard 

and Rosa 

“Laux” Fenton. 

This picture may 

have been taken 

in early 1940s in 

Colorado where 

they lived. 

Funeral Cards for Rosa & 

Richard “Dick” Fenton.  

Richard passed away in Jan. 

of 1977 and Rosa passed 

away in Oct. of 1998. 

Richard and Rosa had seven 

children. Rosa “Laux” 

Fenton was the daughter of 

Joseph & Maude Laux and 

Sister to Josephine Michaels, 

Frances Knopp, Grace Davis, 

Sister Athanasian and Mary 

Benes and a brother, Charles 

Laux. 
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Picture here are three daughters of Rosa and 

Richard Fenton and their daughter in-law.  Shown 

here (L-R), are Kathy Fenton, sister-in-law, Betty 

Fenton (Richard's wife), Betty Fenton, and Mary Lou 

Fenton.  Kathy, Betty and Mary Lou were daughters of 

Richard & Rosa Fenton. 

Fenton Children: Joseph, Maureen 

and Richard. Picture taken around 

1945-46. The children’s parents are 

Rosa “Laux” and Dick Fenton.     

Picture here is Rosa “Laux” and 

Dick Fenton Family:  Seated in front, 

are Richard and Rosa, Standing: Mary 

Lou, Kathy, Dick, Richard and 

Betty.  This photo was taken about 

1973 at Dick and Rosa’s home in 

Denver, Colorado.  Missing from the 

photo are two children, Maureen and 

Joe. 
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Left, Picture of Joseph 

Fenton, Son of Richard & 

Rosa “Laux” Fenton.  We 

believe this is Joe’s Senior 

Class picture taken about 1959. 

Right, Picture of Richard 

Fenton, Son of Richard & 

Rosa “Laux” Fenton.  We 

believe this is Richard’s 

Senior Class. Picture taken 

about 1960. 

 

Maureen Ann Fenton:  This 

picture was taken in 1957 and 

was probably her High School 

Senior Picture.  Maureen was 

the daughter of Richard and 

Rosa Fenton. 

Richard Fenton with Bob Hope: 

Shown here, are Richard Fenton in 

the middle of the picture with Bob 

Hope on the right.  Richard was the 

Vice President of William Kostka 

& Associates Public Relations.  He 

was able to get Bob Hope there for 

the opening Ceremonies in 1959. 
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Picture of Betty ‘Fenton’ & 

Jim Reynolds Family.  

Shown here in front (L-R), are 

Kelly, Mike, and Nick, In the 

Middle row are Betty, holding 

Jamie and next to Jamie is 

Jim.  In the very back is Chris 

Reynolds.  Betty Fenton” 

Reynolds was the daughter of 

Rosa “Laux” and Richard 

Fenton.  They lived in 

Colorado.  

Richard & Rosa Fenton Family in 1990: This 

family picture was taken in celebration of Rosa 

Fenton’s 75th Birthday in Oct. of 1990.   Shown 

here sitting on floor, are Larry and Joe. Seated on 

Couch: Kathy, Rosa and Maureen, Back Row, 

standing (L-R), Richard, Betty and Mary Lou. This 

picture was taken at Kathy’s condominium's 

clubhouse.  Since this picture, Rosa passed away in 

1998, Richard in 2010 and Maureen in 2019.  Rosa 

was the Daughter of Joseph & Maude Laux. 
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Pictured, here, are Richard Fenton Jr. and his wife 

Betty. This picture was taken around 1975.  Richard 

passed away in May of 2010 and Betty passed away 

in 2012.   

Pictured here, are Richard and 

Betty Fenton taken at Richard’s 

Sister’s wedding, Kathy & Andy 

Ahroon, on Dec. 5 of 1992.   

 
 
 

Picture of Richard and Betty Fenton at 

their wedding on June 24 of 1972 

 
 

This picture of Richard 

Fenton was taken for his 

real estate business cards.  

Picture was taken around 

2005. 

 
 

This is a picture Richard and 

Betty Fenton taken at their 

home around 1995.  Richard 

Fenton was born on Dec. 3, 1942 

and died on May 2, 2010. Betty 

was born in 1944 and died in 

2012. 
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Obituary for Elizabeth “Betty Kay” “Fenton” Reynolds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the Funeral Program for Elizabeth Catherine Reynolds or as she was 

known “Betty Kay.”  This was a private funeral because of the Covid-19 Virus 

that was raging at the time. 

Pictured here, is the tombstone for Betty Kay “Fenton“ Reynolds.  She was 

married to James Reynolds and they have 5 children,  Christopher, Kelly, Nicholas, 

Michael & Jamie.  Betty’s Kay given name was Elizabeth Catherine but she was called 

Betty Kay.  Betty Kay is buried at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Wheat Ridge, Colorado.  

Betty Kay is the daughter of Rosa “Laux” & Dick Fenton. 
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This is the Obituary for Elizabeth “Fenton” Reynolds, who is the daughter of 

Richard & Rosa “Laux” Fenton.  Elizabeth’s Mother, Rosa Fenton, is a sister to 

Josephine “Laux” Michaels so Elizabeth “Betty Kay” as she was referred to would 

have been a first cousin to Elizabeth “Michaels” Kavanaugh of Montgomery, 

Indiana. Betty Kay Reynolds was born on November 11 of 1947 and died on May 

30, 2020 near Denver, Colorado where she lived all her life.   

------- 

Elizabeth Katherine Reynolds was born November 11, 1947, in Denver CO, at Porter’s 

Hospital -- The fourth of seven children.  She attended Catholic schools from the age of 

five until Graduation from St. Francis De Sales in 1965. 
 

Elizabeth went to work right after graduating.  Working at Household Finance doing 

office work.  After a year or so, tired of taking two buses to and from work, she took the 

Federal Government Exam and was offered a job at the Air Force Accounting and Finance 

Center.  After three years, she took time off to travel a bit, then returned to 

Denver.  Elizabeth was working downtown at the Denver Water Department as Secretary 

to the manager of public affairs.   
 

During this time, she met and married James Reynolds on December 30, 1972 at St. 

Vincent De Paul Church.  They had five children over the years -- Christopher, Kelly, 

Nicholas, Michael and Jamie.  Grandma Rosa, who had suffered a heart attack, also 

became a part of their family during the years of 1986-1998.   
 

Later on, Elizabeth worked at Riverview Christian Academy as Assistant to the Principal, 

Chubb Group of Insurance, The Arapahoe County Sheriff, and back to Orchard Road 

Christian Center as Assistant to the Pastor. In July of 2003 she turned a new page — her 

career of being an amazing grandmother, where she was the caretaker of her first 

grandchild.  This began a legacy of love as she was a beloved example of faith and 

strength to her grandchildren that followed.  
 

Faith and Family were guiding forces throughout Elizabeth’s life. If there was ever a time 

a friend or family member needed help, Elizabeth and her husband, Jim were always 

happy to open their home or provide assistance where needed.  Elizabeth was often 

referred to as the “on call” family physician of sorts.  Armed with stacks of health 

periodicals, physician desk references and her Bible, she always had a home remedy and 

a prayer/scripture to ward off any sort of illness.  Even with the first mention of cancer, 

Elizabeth stood firm in her beliefs.  Oftentimes preaching to the doctors about healing and 

God’s will.  It was during those two years she battled with great Valor. Miraculously 

coming out of what were said to be the end of the road situations several times over.  It 

was clear God had a purpose in Elizabeth’s life, and she was determined to see it through. 
 

Elizabeth loved her family and was the proud Grandma of 12 Grandchildren, Finley, 

Jackson, Ethan, Grace, Caleb, Noah, Brady, Jacob, Lucas, Rowan, Quinnley and Harlow. 
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She is survived by her husband, Jim Reynolds, brothers, Joe Fenton, and Larry Fenton, 

sisters, Kathy Ahroon and Mary Lou Fenton, Sons, Chris Reynolds and his wife Bobbie 

Reynolds, Nick Reynolds and his wife, Rachel Reynolds, Mike Reynolds and his, wife 

Liv Reynolds, and daughters, Kelly Archuleta and Jamie Reynolds.  In her passing, she 

joins in heaven her sister Maureen Stafford and her husband, Paul Stafford, brother, 

Richard Fenton and his wife, Betty Fenton. 
 

Elizabeth was affectionately known by many names, Betty Kay, Betty, Liz, Mom, 

grandma, sister, aunt, cousin, friend, and etc.  However, she will always remain as a 

daughter of Christ Jesus, and a great servant and prayer warrior who lived life through the 

richness of her love for family and faith in her Lord and Savior. 

 

  Tombstone for Richard and Rosa 

“Laux” Fenton.  Buried in Mount Olivet 

Cemetery, Wheat Ridge, Colorado, 

Jefferson County.   Richard Fenton was 

born on Sept. 29, 1914 and died on Jan. 21, 

1977.  Rosa “Laux” Fenton was born on 

Jan. 27, 1915 and died on Oct. 25, 1998.   

Tombstone for Richard Jr. & Betty Fenton:  

Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Wheat Ridge, 

Colorado, Jefferson County. Richard Fenton was 

born on Dec. 3, 1942 and died on May 2, 2010.   

Betty was born in 1944 and died in 2012.  They 

were married June 24. 1972. 
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Maureen “Fenton” Stafford and 

her husband, Paul Stafford were 

cremated and their ashes are 

interred at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 

the Mausoleum. Wheat Ridge, 

Colorado, Jefferson County. Paul 

made the urns holding their 

ashes.  He was a very talented 

wood turner and had his works in 

several galleries.  

Here is a wedding picture of Maureen “Fenton” and Paul Stafford who were 

married on Jan. 20, 1962. They were married at the Immaculate Conception 

Cathedral in Denver.   

Paul and Maureen “Fenton” Stafford 


